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Wow! We had a wonderful start to the 2008 boating season. Perfect weather and eleven boats 
made the trip to Avalon. We should all extend our big thanks to Ann and Gil Fejes, who organ-
ized and led the Avalon cruise.  They put together the moorings, two dinners, golf, miniature 
golf, and several Island walks.  Thanks, Gil and Ann!   Another thanks goes to Ed and Mindy 
Sicard for graciously hosting our cocktail party.  
  

Those of  you that missed the Avalon trip had better mark your calendars for the upcoming Isth-
mus Cruise, July 11th, 12th, and 13th.  There are no guarantees on the weather, but the fun and 
camaraderie and pure relaxation of  the West End will certainly be worth your while.  The Isth-
mus is a wonderful spot and this will be a great laid-back trip to a quiet and beautiful part of  the 
Island.  It's a great place to swim, snorkel, kayak, hike, fish, dinghy around the coves, or just relax 
on your boat.  You can even dance on the deck of  the Harbor Reef  under the stars in the eve-
ning.  On Friday, July 11th, we'll be enjoying Happy Hour with wine and hors d'oeurves at The 
Banning House, which is perched on the hill, overlooking both Isthmus and Cat Harbor. It is an 
old, historic building that was built in 1910 and it has a fantastic view. 
  

We are still looking for someone that is willing to step up and take the Rear Commodore posi-
tion. The flag situation will be a bit bleak, if  we don't fill the position before next year. I'm sure 
we all want to see the Club continue to thrive and we need members that are willing to take on 
leadership roles to ensure the Club's longevity.   Please let me know if  you are willing to partici-
pate in filling this important position. 
  

I would also like to encourage our new members to join us for the remaining cruises. This is the 
best way to get to know Club members. We were very happy to have the Algeo's and the Sicard's 
as first timers for our Avalon cruise and from their comments, they had a ball.  By the way, our 
VHF call station is channel 68 when we are cruising.  We stay on this station so we can stay in 
touch with each other, especially those of  you who may be new to crossing the channel. 
  

Enjoy the upcoming boating season and I hope to see you on the water.  

           ~ By Ron Bower 
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Opening day marks the beginning of  the boating season and this year 
it looks like BBYC is off  to a great start!  The event was filled with 
much fun and fanfare.  Our club members, led by Kathy Andersen, 
worked for months and were up in the early morning hour setting up 
for our big event.  This year, opening day started off  right with the 
opening of  the bar and morning Mai Tais made by our very own 
Sherry Bower.  If  those very special Mai Tais were too much for you 
to handle, Chuck and Waldy served up the traditional tasty Mimosa.  
Everywhere you turned there was a celebration cocktail in hand. 

Our event could not have been as successful without all the help from 
each and every one of  you.  Each person participated in one way.  
Thank you to all who brought a delicious breakfast pastry, appetizer, 
salad, main dish or dessert.  A big thank you goes out to Elio who 
spent countless hours preparing trays and trays of  delicious delicacies.  
All too yummy and very much appreciated. 

It is always fun to get together with friends and gather for an event like 
Opening Day.  We enjoyed our afternoon with numerous club mem-
bers, family members and prospective members.  Everyone looked 
quite dapper in their blue and whites. 

The memorable morning began with everyone attending our superb 
ceremonies held at Myrtle Park.  Local singer, Dave Dixon sang our 
Nation Anthem, followed by the òPledge of Allegianceó.  Once again, 
during the invocation, we all took a moment of  silence to remember 
all of  our former members/friends who have unfortunately passed 
away. 

Commodore, Ron Bower, introduced the Staff  Commodores, his 
Board of  Directors and spouses and club members.  We were pleased 
to have visiting Commodores Milton Stone from West Coast Yacht 
Club and Bill Wheeler from Huntington Harbor Yacht Club in atten-
dance and look forward to seeing them in the near future. 

Vice Commodore, Jeff  Lodder, shared our upcoming season of  events 
and cruises. 

Once the flags were raised, Commodore, Ron Bower, declared the 
opening of  boating season. 

Opening Day 
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